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Jury blames UDOT and construction company for deadly accident
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PROVO, Utah County (ABC 4 News) - In a recent verdict, a 
Utah County jury told the Utah Department of Transportation 
that it is ultimately responsible for the safety of our roads – 
even those under construction.  The jury awarded 4 million 
dollars to the Kunzler family of Payson in the death of Richard 
Kunzler. 
 
On the morning of July 18, 2006, Kunzler was driving to work 
on northbound I-15.  He was just south of Spanish Fork 
approaching a bridge at milepost 286.  It is assumed that he 
was driving the speed limit, which is 75 miles per hour.  He 
went up and over having no idea that traffic just to the other 
side of the bridge was at a standstill due to construction.  As 
the backup came into view, another car swerved in front of Kunzler; he swerved to avoid it and 
slid into the back of a stopped car.  Kunzler was taken to the hospital where he died a few 
days later. 
 
“There was no way to see what was on the other side of that bridge,” said Jarin Broadbent.  He 
was in the car that was hit by Kunzler.   Soon after the accident, Broadbent returned to the 
scene with his wife thinking that there must have been something that could have averted the 
deadly accident.  They were shocked by what they did not see.  Broadbent recalls, “There 
were no signs.  No warnings.  No flashing lights.”  All of that was on the other side of the 
bridge. 
 
“The regulations say when you have traffic backed up beyond your warning signs, you move 
the signs back and lower the speed limit,” said Kunzler attorney Allen Young.  The jury found 
that the main contributing factor to the crash was the improper placement of warning signs.   
 
In awarding damages, the jury said Staker Parson Companies was 45% percent responsible 
and UDOT was 35% percent responsible.  That's remarkable, considering Young had asked 
the jury to pin only 10% of the blame on UDOT.  He says by putting more of the blame on the 
state, the jury wanted to send a clear message that UDOT cannot pass the buck to the 
contractor.  Jurors later said they believe the state must continue to oversee a project to insure 
that regulations – especially those having to do with safety – are properly carried out. 
 
Attorney Joe Minnock represented UDOT during the trial.  He said it is still too early to know 
specifically what procedures will change, but something will be done as UDOT continues to 
strive for zero fatalities in construction zones. 
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